
 

Directorate of Public Health and Preventive Medicine, Chennai - 600 006, Tamil Nadu. 

Pre-Conference          Schedule           3-10-2024 Thursday  

MENTAL HEALTH & PUBLIC HEALTH LEADERSHIP – CRISIS INTERVENTION 

 
 

Hall 1 
 

 

Time Topic Name of the Speaker Participant 

9.00 am Registration 

All NCD – DPOs, 

DTTMOs, ICTC 

Counsellors, MOs 
 

 

 
 

 

9.30 am – 10.00 am 
The role of PHC doctors and Healthcare providers in 

mental health 

Dr M Malaiappan.MD 

Director, IMH, Chennai. 

10.00 am – 10.30 am 
Enhancing workplace wellbeing: Supporting Mental 

health & Employee Resilience 

Dr Venkatesh Mathan Kumar 

Prof. of psychiatry IMH, Chennai. 

10.30 am – 11.00 am Child and Adolescent mental health 
Dr Neelakandan, Associate Prof.,  

Thanjavur Medical, College 

11.00 am – 11.10 am Tea Break 

11.10 am – 11.30 am 
Experience gained & way forward- “MANAM” 

PROGRAM 

Dr.R Karthik Deivanayagam 

Senior Psychiatrist, GH Pudukottai 

11.30 am – 12.00 pm 
Community based rehabilitation of person with mental 

illness 

Dr Sathyamoorthy, District Psychiatrist, 

DMHP Cuddalore 

12.00 pm – 12.30 pm 
Exploring Women’s Mental Health in Today's world: 
Unveiling the Realities 

Dr Niranjana, Professor & HOD 
Trichy Medical College 

12.30 pm – 1.00 pm 
How to overcome Suicidal tendency in Pregnant 

Women / PLHAs and data Mining in Public Health 

Dr Sathish Raghavan DPH, MD Psychiatry,  

Joint Director - PH 

INNOVATIVE TRAINING MODALITIES 

Hall 2 

9.30 am – 1.00 pm 
Hands on training - BLS training for all MOs with BLS 

Certification 
Apex Team Members 

MOs, All 

DMCHOs NOPs, 

Principals of 

Nursing Institute, 

DMCHOs of 
Training Institute, 

Palliative Care 

Nurse, 
Physiotherapist 

1.00 pm – 2.00 pm Lunch Break 

02.00 pm 
Successful Implementation of Training of Medical 

officers, using VR & AR   

Dr.Sugan Chinna Maran,  

HOD Operation & training  
Mrs.Abinaya PhD, Expert, IIT Madras 

Mr. Debadutta Subudhi, PhD, Expert, IIT 

Madras 

3.00 pm 
Advantage & Recent advances of Simulation training 
in obstetric emergencies (EOT) 

Dr Irfana MD (O&G) 
TN APEX 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

Hall 3 

9.30 am – 10.00 am Writing research protocols (Overview) 
Dr.P.Manickam, Scientist – F,  

ICMR-NIE, Chennai. 

All ADs, SAs, 

APMs, 
Epideomologist, 

MOs 

 
 
 

10.00 am – 10.30 am Formulating research question, hypothesis & objectives 
Dr.S.Sudharshini, Associate Professor 

MMC, Chennai. 

10.30 am – 11.00 am Accessing scientific literature  
Dr.R.Parthasarathi, Associate Professor,  
Department of Community Medicine KAPV 
Government Medical College, Trichy. 

11.00 am – 11.10 am Tea Break 

11.10 am – 11.30 am 
Designing descriptive and analytical studies (overview 

& types) 
Dr Josephine, Associate Professor 
Thanjavur Medical College, Thanjavur. 

11.30 am – 12.00 pm 
Drafting key sections of the methods  (Study 

population/participants, Sampling, Sample size) 
Dr S.A. Rizwan 
ICMR, Chennai. 

12.00 pm – 12.30 pm Drafting key sections of the methods (Analysis plan) 
Dr.S.Sudharshini, Associate Professor, 
MMC, Chennai. 

HEALTH TECHNOLOGY ASSESSMENT 

 12.30 pm – 1.00 pm Health Technology assessment – Panel Discussion  

1. Professor. Dr. T. Sundararaman 
    Former Chair HTA in Technical Advisory    

    Committee & adjunct Professor,  

    JIPMER Puducherry  
2. Dr.M.Muniyandi, Scientist-E & HOD 

    Department of Health Economics, ICMR. 

3. Dr. Bhavani Shankara Bagepally, 
    Scientist-E, ICMR 

4. Dr. Kavitha Rajsekar, Scientist -F, ICMR 

 



  

Directorate of Public Health and Preventive Medicine, Chennai - 600 006, Tamil Nadu. 

 

Day 1                                  Schedule                                 

4-10-2024  (Friday) 

TIME TOPIC SPEAKERS 

8.30 am - 9.30 am REGISTRATION 

9.30 am - 10.00 am Opening Remarks -- Plenary session Dr T.S. Selvavinayagam, Director, DPH & PM 

10.00 am - 10.30 am 

Embedding Operational Research in Ongoing Public 

Health Programme - Strategies and Impact – Plenary 

session 

Dr Himanshu Bhushan, Public Health Specialist, Former: 

Advisor & Head, Public Health Administration, NHSRC. 

Mr Ajith Kumar, Senior Public Health Expert,  

State representative, PATH Organization, Bihar. 

10.30 am - 10.50 am 
Leveraging Omics Technologies for Predictive and 

Preventive Healthcare  
Dr Shantharaman K, Additional Director, DME,TN. 

10.50 am - 11.20 am 
Last mile challenges in achieving Malaria/Filaria 

Elimination -Plenary session 

Dr P.Vadivelan, Retired Director, Public Health Expert. 

Dr Kalpana Baruah, Consultant, NCVBDC 

11.20 – 11.35 am             Tea Break 

11.35 am – 12.15 pm Special Talk by Health Administrators, Government of Tamil Nadu - Plenary session 

12.15 pm – 12.45 pm 
Strengthening Antenatal Care services and way forward to 

ending preventable maternal mortality  

1.Maria, Technical Officer & Ozge, Medical Officer from 

WHO Head Quarters, Geneva. 

2.Dr Pushpa Chaudary, Team Lead (RMNCAH)  

WHO, Country office Delhi 

3.Dr.Ramya, ANC Technical Officer 

4.Partners - BMGF, JHPIEGO, UNICEF. 

5.JD MCH, JD NHM, DHOs & BMOs of Sivakasi, 

Villupuram. 

12.45 pm to 1.10 pm 
Multi-Disciplinary approach in childhood obesity and other 

Non-communicable diseases. 

Dr Vivek Virendra Singh, Health Specialist,  

Chief of Health, UNICEF India Office. 

01.10 pm - 1.30 pm 

IT Applications in Healthcare: Boon or Bane? The Need 

for a Comprehensive IT Platform for Efficient Healthcare 

Service Delivery - Plenary session. 

Dr Rahul Pandey, Sr. Operations Officer Health, Nutrition 

& Population, World Bank. 

1.30 - 2.00 pm                   Lunch 

2.00 pm - 2.30 pm Public Health: Lessons learnt from field - Experience sharing by District Health Officers 

2.30 pm - 3.00 pm 

Advancing Public Health through Wastewater 

Surveillance: Essential Tools for Understanding Disease 

Spread 

Dr Manoj Murhekar, Director & Scientist G, ICMR-NIE 

3.00 pm -3.45 pm  Public Health -Lessons learnt from field - Experience sharing by District Health Officers 

3.45 to 4.00 pm                Tea Break 

4.00 pm - 4.40 pm 
The Vital role of Primary Care to Overcome Challenges in 

TB Elimination – A Panel Discussion- Plenary session 

Dr. Raghuram Rao, Addl Dir General, Central TB 

Division, GOI 

Dr Hardeep Sandhu, TB Chief, CDC India 

Dr. Nirmal Joe, Snr Regional Director, H&FW, GOI 

Dr. Asha Frederick, State TB Officer, TN 

Dr. Ra. Pirabu Ravanan, WHO TB Consultant 

Mr P.Rajeswaran, Social Health Specialist, REACH NGO 

4.40 pm - 5.20 pm 

Nutrition – Overview 
Dr. Mary Reeta, Principal, St.Jenny's College of Nursing, 

Trichy 

Maternal nutrition and its impact on foetal development 
Dr. Suja Suresh, Principal, SRM College of Nursing, 

Trichy 

Anaemia in Women and Children: Strategies for control Dr. Rajathi, Principal, KMC College of Nursing, Trichy 

5.20 pm - 6.30 pm Public Health -Lessons learnt from field - Experience sharing by District Health Officers 

 



 

Directorate of Public Health and Preventive Medicine, Chennai - 600 006, Tamil Nadu. 

Day 2                                      Schedule                        5-10-2024 (Saturday) 

TIME TOPIC SPEAKERS 

8.30 am - 9.00 am           Registration 

9.00 am - 9.20 am 
Transforming Healthcare with Artificial Intelligence and 

Machine Learning – Plenary session 

Prof. Rajesh Sundaresan, Electrical, Electronics 

and Computer Sciences Division, Indian Institute 

of Science, Bengaluru.  

09.20 am - 9.40 am 
Harnessing Big Data Analytics for Enhancing Decision - 

Making in Healthcare Delivery - Plenary session 

Dr. Muraleedharan VR, Professor, Department of 

Humanities and Social Sciences, IIT Madras 

 

9.40 am - 10.00 am 

Treatment Protocol for Hypertension and diabetes mellitus - 

Progress, Challenge and Way forward in TN  

Dr.Prabhdeep Kaur, Professor, Indian Institute of 

Science, Bengaluru. 

10.00 am - 10.20 am 
Salt Reduction and Hypertension: Strategies for Managing 

Blood Pressure through Dietary Changes 

Dr. Rajan Ravichandran, Chairman, SAPIENS 

Health Foundation. 

10.20 am - 10.40 am 
Addressing the Triple Burden of Malnutrition: Key Challenges 

and Strategic Solutions 

Dr. N. Arlappa, Scientist G and Head,   

Public Head Nutrition, National Institute of 

Nutrition, Hyderabad.  

10.40 am - 11.00 am 
Balancing Salt intake and Iodine Intake: Public Health Strategies 

for Optimal Nutrition 

Mr. Ranjan Jha, Senior Programme Officer, USI 

and Food Fortification at Nutrition International. 

11.00 to 11.20 am             Tea Break 

11.20 am - 11.40 am 
Enhancing Capacity building across the Globe through 

innovative approaches  

Ms. Vijaya Rao, Director, International 

Collaboration Office, SingHealth, Singapore. 

11.40 am - 12.00 pm 
Leadership in Public Health in attaining Sustaianble 

Development Goals  

Prof. Ong Biaw Chi, Group Chief Risk Officer, 

Sing Health, Singapore. 

12.00 pm - 12.20 pm 
Zero dose children and missed communities: Leaving no - one 

behind with immunization 
Dr Vishesh Kumar, NPO, WHO  

12.20 pm – 12.40 pm Digitizing India’s Immunization Programme 
Dr Pankaj Somani, Project Co-ordinator- 

Technical Specialist, UNDP, New Delhi 

12.40 pm - 1.30 pm Public Health - Lessons learnt from field - Experience sharing by District Health Officers 

1.30 to 2.00 pm                   Lunch 

2.00 pm to 2.35 pm 
The Impact of Climate Change on Human Health: Adversities 

and Resolutions. 

Mr. Koushik Ganguly, Social Policy Specialist, 

UNICEF.  

Dr Ramesh Dhiman, National Technical Lead, 

TCI foundation. 

Dr Nikhil PG, Deputy Director,  

National Institute of Solar Energy. 

2.35 pm to 3.00 
Technology - Propelling paradigm shift in HealthCare system 

strengthening  
Dr Sandeep Bhalla, Vice President, ECHO India. 

3.00 pm to 3.25 pm 
Integrating Indian systems of Medicine with Modern Medicine-

A holistic approach to Healthcare service delivery  

Dr G Sivaraman, SDPC member & Managing 

Director, Arogya Siddha Hospital, Chennai. 

3.25 pm to 4.00 pm 
Strengthening Urban Health Systems: Challenges and 

Opportunities – Panel Discussion - Plenary session 

Dr.S.Sudharshini - Associate Professor,  

ICM, MMC. 

Ms. Devika Deshmukh, Programme Specialist 

Urban, UNICEF. 

Dr. Manivannan, CHO, Trichy Corporation 

Dr. Arul Anand, CHO (I/C), Tambaram, Chennai. 

Dr.Dadewar, Addl. MOH, PCMC, PUNE 

4.00 to 4.15 pm                  Tea Break 

4.15 pm to 5.15 pm Public Health -Lessons learnt from field - Experience sharing by District Health Officers 

5.15 pm onwards Valedictory session  

 


